
 

 

 

               

   
 

 

 

Jesus on the 4th of July 
We gather 'round to celebrate 

On Independence Day 
Pay homage to our country 

As the children run and play. 
 

With barbecues and picnics 
And fireworks in the air 

The flag we own is proudly flown 
To show how much we care. 

 
The stars and stripes spell freedom 

She waves upon the breeze 
While bursts of colors can be seen 

Above the towering trees. 
 

This is all quite wonderful 
We revel in delight 

But God above in divine love 
Has brought this day to light. 

 
With just a stroke of liberty 
A touch of His great hand 
He gave democracy to us 

And helped this country stand.  

 The stripes upon our stately flag 
Were touched by His sweet grace 

Each star of white that shines so bright 
Reflects His loving face. 

 
So as you turn to face the flag 

For battles that were fought 
Be filled with pride for those who died 

And freedoms that were bought.  
 

But don't forget to thank the One 
That gives the bright display 

The reason why we paint the sky 
On Independence Day  

  

  Happy Independence Day! 
 

 

 

 

Camp Moose on the Loose  

Awaits you 

July 9-13 

6:15-8:15 PM 

Peace United Church of Christ 

201 Johnston St. , Gladbrook 

Pre-K to 5th Grade 

Are you, your children, grandchildren and all 

the neighborhood kids coming?  Registration 

forms are available in the church offices. 

 

W.O.W.  

meets on  Wednesday, July 11th at 

the pizza Ranch in Marshalltown 

at 6:00 pm. 

To carpool, meet at Methodist 

parking lot at 5:30 pm. 

 

 

        “4th of  July”        Vac at ion  B ib le  School !           

Gladbrook United Methodist Church July & August 2016 

The MESSENGER 



 

Growing Seed…. 

Pastor Gideon 
     
    Last June 24, I took advantage of my week off by attending for the first time the worship at Gladbrook UMC. My family enjoyed 
and was blessed with the worship. We feel welcomed and enjoyed meeting with wonderful people looking forward in our coming 
to Gladbrook. But most significantly, while driving to Gladbrook, I noticed the robust growth taking place with the corn and soy-
beans. Soon these plants will be bearing fruits! I can’t wait to see corn turning into gold! 
    I am always fascinated with growing because many times whenever Jesus talks about the coming of the “Kingdom of God, he 
often uses illustrations from the growth of nature to describe it. 
    In Mark 4:26 Jesus said, “the Kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 
night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.” 
    Using the image of a growing seed scattered by someone, Jesus described the mystery of how the “Kingdom of God” grows. 
The mystery resides in the process of growth itself. For the people of ancient times-and for us, too, we must admit-the growth of a 
seed was something very mysterious. William Barclay succinctly put that “Nature’s Growth is often imperceptible. If we see a 
plant every day, we cannot see its growth taking place. It is only when we see it, and then see it again after an interval of time, 
that we notice the difference.”  
    THE GROWTH OF SEED IS SOMETHING MYSTERIOUS. Once it is sown, it acquires the nutrients of its surroundings, trust-
ing what it can get and use that as a momentum for growing. It continues growing night and day, independently of the sower. The 
latter can come and go. Think of the seed or forget about it altogether, it does not matter. The seed will go on growing anyway. It 
acts on its own power. 
    This characteristic of a seed growing itself, without needing the constant intervention of the farmer is, Jesus tells us, an apt im-
age of what happens with the Reign of God (Kingdom of God). Once it has begun, it develops irresistibly. No human agency is 
necessary to make it grow, because it has its own divine energy. True, human agency can facilitate its growth-just as a farmer 
can facilitate the growth of a seed by watering it or weeding it. But just as the action of the farmer does not produce the growth of 
the seed, neither likewise do those who work for the Reign of God produce its development. That is the prerogative of God alone. 
    With this in mind, I am reminded with an unusual seed story by Joel Weldon. Weldon is an expert on helping people develop to 
their full potential. 
    Weldon says that one of the strangest seeds in the world is the seed of the Chinese bamboo tree. It lies buried in the soil for 
five years before any seedling or sprout appears above ground. 
     Think of it! Five years! All during these five years the seed must be cultivated, that is, watered and fertilized regularly. Now 
comes the big surprise. When the bamboo seedling finally emerges from the ground, it grows to a height of 90 feet in just six 
weeks. 
    Why does the seedling take so long to emerge? Why does it grow so fast once it emerges? 
     Plant experts say that during its first five years in the soil, the bamboo seed is busy building an elaborate root system. It’s this 
root system that enables it to grow 90 feet in six weeks. 
     The seed of God’s Kingdom is like the seed of the bamboo tree. It takes a long time to emerge. Sometimes it takes so long 
that we wonder, “Did the seed of the Kingdom ever take root? Or maybe, was the seed of the Kingdom of God ever planted in my 
life? 
     “The Kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the 
seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.” 
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T H A N K   Y O U 

Ushers 

           Greeters 

                Acolytes 

                    Projectionists 

           Liturgists 

                          Organists 

         Fellowship Time Servers 

       Choir and Singers 

            Committee Leaders & Members 

   Communion Stewards 

    

For your participation in our church activities 

during the month of June 

 

Scriptures from the Lectionary 

You are invited to read these scriptures each week before 
the Worship service: 

 

July 1     2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27                Psalm 130 

    2 Cor. 8:7-15            Mark 5:21-43 

 

July 8     2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10               Psalm 48 

     2 Cor. 12: 2-10            Mark 6:1-13  

 

July 15    2 Sam. 6:1-5, 12-19            Psalm 24 

     Eph. 1: 3-14                        Mark  6: 14-29 

 

July  22     2 Sam. 7: 1-14            Psalm 89:20-37 

      Eph. 2: 11-12                   Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 

 

July 29       2 Sam. 11: 1-15           Psalm 14 

       Eph. 3: 14-21                  John 6: 1-21 

 

 

 

 

Financial Health Report as of 6/26/18 
 

Total Estimated Expenses by month-end $13,486.13 

Balance as of 5/26/18   $5,808.86 

Balance Remaining              $ (7,677.27) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask that you remember these people especially 

this month with your prayers: 

 

Jody (Surber) Vulk, Karen Pieper,  Mary Lynn 

Bearden, Maxine Schoel, Delores Matney,  Keith & 

Lucy DeWitt, Tate Koester, Kathy Keiser, Bud Locke,  

George & Galene Groves (Sam DeWitt’s parents), 

Emily Cormaney, Klaus Jarr (Marla Koester’s hus-

band), Tony Wilson, 

Judy Halverson, (Kid’s Club helper), Those in the 

Armed Services, and our many unspoken concerns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I want to thank the SPPRC for remembering me 
with the ômusicõ coasters. Thanks to the church for 
allowing me 42 years as your organist.  Hard to 
believe it was 42 years but I played for six different 
pastors.   
Rev. Carol, thank you for the five years we had to-
gether. It was great working with you.  I wish you 
the best. 
Marcy 

 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Dw9!¢ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ   
 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ![[ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 
ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜ ƛƴ р ŘŀȅǎΦ  wŜǾΦ /ŀǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
ŎǊŜǿ ƭŜƊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ мс Ǉƭǳǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘΣ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘΣ ǎŎǊǳōōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜŜǎΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ ƳŀŘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎΣ 
ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƭŀŘŘŜǊǎΣ ǎŎǊǳōōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǿŜŜŘǎΦ  ό L 
ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΗύ ²Ŝ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ           
 ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ  



KITS FOR THE IN GATHERING 

UMCOR KITS 

HEALTH KITS—Add $1 per kit for toothpaste to be purchased by the UMCOR Depot. 

  1 new hand towel (15”x25” up to 17”x27”)   1 new washcloth 

   1 bath sized bar of soap in wrapper (3 oz. or larger)  NO Ivory or Jergens 

   1 large, sturdy comb (not pocket sized)   6 band aids (3/4” -1”) 

   1 new toothbrush in original sealed wrapper (no child-sized) 

   1 nail file or fingernail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

   1 gallon sized plastic re-sealable bag  

 

SCHOOL KITS 

   3 Notebooks, approx. (8 1/2x11 wide ruled)   1 2 ½” eraser 

      (210 to 250 sheets total) spiral or bound   1 blunt scissors (metal) 

   1 30 cm metric ruler      1 hand pencil sharpener 

   1 box of 24 crayons (ONLY 24)    6 unsharpened pencils w/erasers 

   1 two gallon clear plastic re-sealable bag 

 

LAYETTE KIT 

   2 receiving blanket (30x30 or 32x32)     2 undershirts or 2 Onesies 

    6 cloth diapers       2 diaper pins 

    2 baby-size wash cloths     1 sweater or jacket open in front 

   2 lightweight gowns or sleepers (small size) 

   Bundle items inside one blanket and secure with diaper pins 

. 

Pack ONLY items requested for each kit. 

Pay careful attention to the size requested. 

DO NOT add extras. 

The Kits all  need to be uniform to pass through Customs. 

DO NOT wash items. 

When washed, they are considered used. 

ONLY send New Items. 

Remember, these are gifts for Godõs children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2017 

   1 Arianna Pierce 

   2    Al Gienger 

   6 Tanner Purvis 

   7 Marcy Knaack, 

   7 Barb Strohbehn 

   7  Scott Strohbehn  

   7 Clay Koester 

   7 Tate Koester 

   9 Jennifer Strohbehn,  

   9        Sonnie Wilson 

  10 Becky Klinefelter 

  11 Will Garber 

  11       Taelyn Sash 

  13 JoAnne Sash 

  14 Brandon Strohbehn 

  15 Luke Petty,   

  15       Mike Wentzien, 

  15 Susan Beichley 

  16 Kristi Carlson 

  18 David Smith 

  22 Jack Garber  

  23 Cara Gethmann 

  23       Jenna Beichley 

  23  Keith Poling 

  24 Grant Strohbehn 

  25 Kyle Chizek 

  25       Ethan Gienger 

  26 Betty Dahms 

  26       Kohen Gienger 

  28 Kelli Strohbehn 

  29 Alexis Strohbehn 

  30 Blake Moore 

  31 Lisa Koester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2017 

    2  Paul & Kay Purvis 

  11 Chad & Sara Lenz  

  11        Dwight & Joan Surber 

  11        Dan & Bridget Bearden 

  13 Kyle & Leah Ruopp 

  13        Scott & Bonnie Murty 

  16 Mike & Sara Wentzien 

  16 Matt & Beth Koester 

  20 Andrew & Katie Raska 

  20       Bruce & Joan Appelgate 

  20 Dave & JoAnn Ruopp 

  21 Roger & Terri Luehring 

  24 Dan & Amy Geels,  

  24      Mark & Lisa Flamme 

  26 Andy & Rose Chamra 

  26       Keith & Kathy Poling 

  31 Scott & Jennifer Strohbehn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

Gladbrook/ Lincoln Community 
Vacation Bible School Invites 

Children to  

“Camp Moose on the 
Loose!” 

 Peace Church is hosting 
the Gladbrook-Lincoln Communi-
ty Vacation Bible School, on July 
9-13, 6:15 to 8:15 p.m.  The 
theme is “Camp Moose on the 
Loose!  Discovering God’s Forev-
er Forgiveness!” All 3-year-olds 
through 5th graders are welcome 
to attend. Registration forms are 
in the churches and in the Glad-
brook Theater.  

Registration fee is $5.00. Please 
come early on the 9th if you 
haven’t preregistered. Mark your 
calendars and talk to your friends 
and neighbors as everyone is 
welcome.  

ON PAGE 6 IS THE LIST 

OF PARTICIPANTS FOR 

JULY THRU DECEMBER, 

2017—PLEASE LOOK IT 

OVER AND IF YOU 

AREN”T ABLE TO PAR-

TICIPATE WHEN SCHED-

ULED, PLEASE FIND A 

REPLACEMENT AND 

LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 ~ Dana ~ 

 



Liturgists—July—December 2018 

July 1  Corn Carnival Sunday 

July 8  Lisa Koester 

July 15  Dave Koester 

July 22  Carolyn Moe 

July 29  Roger Luehring 

August 5 Richard Klinefelter 

August 12 Sean Williams 

August 19 Paul Koester 

August 26 Keith Poling 

Sept. 2  Lisa Koester 

Sept. 9  Kevin Williams 

Sept. 16 Dave Koester 

Sept. 23 Carolyn Moe 

Sept. 30 Roger Luehring 

Oct. 7  Richard Klinefelter 

Oct. 14  Sean Williams 

Oct. 21  Paul Koester 

Oct. 28  Keith Poling 

Nov. 4  Kevin Williams  

Nov. 11  Lisa Koester 

Nov. 18  Dave  Koester 

Nov. 25  Carolyn Moe 

Dec. 2  Roger Luehring 

Dec. 9  Richard Klinefelter 

Dec. 16  Sean Williams 

Dec. 23  Paul Koester 

Dec. 30 Keith Poling 

 

Greeters—July—December 2018 

July 1  Corn Carnival Sunday 

July 8  Tim & Ari Pierce 

July 15  Keith & Kathy Poling 

July 22  John & Emily Putney 

July 29  Barry & Kayla Reese 

August 5 Patsy Rinz 

August 12 Dave & JoAnn Ruopp 

August 19 Keith & JoAnne Sash 

August 26 Bill & Linda Schneider 

Sept. 2  Maxine Schoel 

Sept. 9               Brad & Denise Smoldt and Family 

Sept. 16 Scott & Jackie Stephenson and Family 

Sept. 23 Grant & Susan Strohbehn 

Sept. 30 Ken & Barb Strohbehn  

Oct. 7  Jennifer Strohbehn and Family 

Oct. 14  Davis Pepe Family 

Oct. 21  Scott & Kathy Vavroch and Family 

Oct. 28  Dan & Tawanna Vint 

Nov 4  Scott & Renee Wiese 

Nov. 11  Kevin & BJ Williams 

Nov. 18  Sean & Heidi Williams and Family 

Nov. 25  Dan & Carol Weber  

Dec. 2  Don & Carolyn Anker 

Dec. 9  Bruce & Joan Appelgate 

Dec. 16  Charles & Mary Lynne Bearden 

Dec. 23  Mike & Lori Bearden 

Dec. 24              Brent & Susan Beichley 

Dec. 30 Marilyn Brekke 

!ŎƻƭȅǘŜǎτWǳƭȅτ5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму 

July 1  Corn Carnival Sunday 

July 8  Jayden & Drayson 

July 15  Owen & Ryan 

July 22  Ruth & Sydney 

July 29  Austin & Jayden 

August 5 Drayson & Daemion 

August 12 Owen & Joshua 

August 19 Jayden & Ryan 

August 26 Sam & Austin 

Sept 2   Sydney & Ari 

Sept 9  Daemion & Joshua 

Sept 16  Ruth & Drayson  

Sept 23  Owen & Sam 

Sept. 30 Austin & Jayden 

Oct 7  Ari & Ruth 

Oct 14  Sydney & Joshua 

Oct 21  Owen & Ryan 

Oct. 28  Jayden & Sam 

Nov. 4  Daemion & Drayson  

Nov 11  Ruth & Sydney 

Nov 18  Austin & Owen 

Nov 25  Jayden & Joshua 

Dec 2  Ari & Daemion 

Dec 9  Sam & Jayden 

Dec 16  Owen & Ryan 

Dec 23  Austin & Sam 

Dec. 24  Ruth & Joshua 

Dec. 30  Daemion & Sydney  

 

Ushers—July—December 2018 

July Karen Pieper, Corrine Jensen, Pauline Flamme 

Aug. Kevin & BJ Williams, Grant & Susie Strohbehn 

Sept. Phil Koester, Larry Jensen, Larry Pieper 

Oct.  Terri Luehring, Kathy Herink, Emily Putney 

Nov. Harold McKinney, Scott Stephenson, Don Anker 

Dec. Steve & Marcia Koester, Matt & Kristin Garber 

 

If you are unable to participate, it would be 
helpful if you find your own replacement and 
let the office know by calling 473-2025. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

Peace Church Ice Cream Social 

The Peace Church Ice Cream Social will be held on Sun., July 29th, 4-7 
p.m. Serving maidrites, hot dogs, walking tacos, bean, chips, pie, and 
cake besides homemade ice cream. There will be quarts and gallons to 
go. Carry out and delivers by calling 641-751-2039  

SR. YF News  

Sr. YF continues to work concessions on the first Wednes-

day of the month.  Our Mission Trip to The Big Garden in 

Omaha is July 25th -29th!  The Group is excited for this 

new experience, as well as some fun!  

  

 

Peace Church & Gladbrook Legion & 

Auxiliary are hosting an Omelet Breakfast 

on Sunday July 1 at 8:00 until 12:30 at 

Peace Church.  Omelets, hash browns, 

toast, and drink will be on the menu.  Price: 

$10 for adults, $5.00 for kids.  Carry outs 

and deliveries available.  Call Jeanne at 

641-751-2039 for  deliveries.  

 

   Blood Drive  
 

Life Serve Blood Center will be at the church 
on Tuesday, July 10. They start 

appointments at 2:00 and go until 6:00. If 
you have given in the past, someone will be 
calling  you to make a reservation.  Or you 

can make a lifesaving appointment online at 
www.lifeservebloodcenter.org. Walk-in 

donors are also accepted but remember that 
if you do not have a reserved time you may 
have to wait for an available table. Thanks 

for your help.    

 

 

SENIOR CITIZENS 

The Senior Citizens Dinner will be held Friday, July  

14th at the Memorial Building. The meal will be 

served by the Auxiliary. 

Call Jeanne at 473-2802, 473-2843 or 641-751-

2039 



 

The Gladbrook United Methodist Messenger 

715 Lincoln Street 

Gladbrook, Iowa 50635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

JULY  WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

USHERS       
July—Karen Pieper, Corrine Jensen, 

Pauline Flamme 

 

ACOLYTES   

7/01  Community Service     
7/08   Jayden & Drayson  

7/15  Owen & Ryan 

7/22   Ruth & Sydney 

7/29    Austin & Jayden 

 

GREETERS   

7/02    Community Service     
7/09    Tim & Ari Pierce 

7/15    Keith & Kathy Poling 

7/22    John & Emily Putney 

7/29    Barry & Kayla Reese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGISTS 
7/02 Community Service     
7/09 Carolyn Moe 

7/16 Roger Luehring 

7/23 Richard Klinefelter 

7/30        Sean Williams 

8/06 Paul Koester 

8/13 Rev. Carol 

8/20 Keith Poling 

8/27 Kevin Williams 

PROJECTION 
7/01 Community Service     
7/08 Joan Appelgate 

7/15 Joan Appelgate 

7/22 Roger Luehring 

7/29 Roger Luehring 
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Published monthly by the 

Gladbrook United Methodist Church 

715 Lincoln St., Gladbrook, IA 50635 

Rev. Gideon Gallo is Pastor 

Dana Brown is the Church Secretary 

Her office hours are 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  7am– 

12pmChurch office # 641-473-2025 

Parsonage # 641-473-0053 

Church e-mail:  

gladbrookumc@iowatelecom.net 
 


