
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

In case of inclement weather on a Sunday    
morning, a decision to cancel church will be made 
by Pastor Gideon, our lay leader, Kevin            
Williams and our Trustees Chair, Paul Koester.  
An e-mail will be sent out by 7:30 AM. Word will 
also be sent to KWWL-TV and announced on 
KFJB, Marshalltown. You can double check if 
church is open by calling Dana @ 641-750-2219 
Or Pastor Gideon @ 515-468-1173. 

 

Sr. Dinner 

There will be no Sr. Luncheon for January or  

February.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree 

On behalf of the Food Pantry and Angel Tree 
Committee, we would like to extend a heartfelt 
thanks to everyone in the Gladbrook and Lincoln 
communities who helped bring the spirit 
of Christmas to so many families in need. A spe-
cial thank you to the members of Salem Church, 
Christ Lutheran Church, Gladbrook UMC, Chapel 
Church, and Peace Church for donating the pre-
sents for the kids, and to their representatives. Al-
so thanks  to  the GMG students that donated toys 
for all ages and the Gladbrook Young Women. 

Rev. Barb  Muhs and Jeanne Paustian 

Thank you to everyone who helped    decorate 
the church during this past   holiday season.  It 

is beautiful! 

 

 

I n c l e m e n t  W e a t h e r  P r o c e d u r e               Thank You  

Gladbrook United Methodist Church January 2021 

The MESSENGER  

 

SAL Fish Fry 

The SAL will be holding a Fish Fry on 
Friday, January 8th at the  Memorial 
Building from 5-8 p.m. 

It will be a drive up event.  Please line up 
heading East on Johnston Street. 

Deliveries call 641-751-2039  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Facebook or on YouTube 

Facebook:  

Gladbrook United Methodist Church 

YouTube:  

Gladbrook United Methodist Church 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbrightsideanimals.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F02%2FSnow-Day-640-x-480-29659959_2670_ver1.0_320_240.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbrightsideanimals.org%2Funcategorized%2Fbrightside-will-be-closed-toda
callto:641-751-2039


LASTING IMPRESSIONS 

Before the New Year gets too far ahead of us, I want us to consider the following question: “How would you 
like to be remembered when you are dead?” This might be a rude question to ask considering what we have been 
through in 2020 and what we might go through this coming 2021. Some might even claim it that this is morbid. So-
ber, yes, morbid, no. Because one day all of us will be facing or are already facing the reality of this question. And in 
the final analysis we do write our legacy. By the way in which we live, we are now composing what will be said of us 
and what will follow us into eternity. So, what will be written? 

In the Book of Acts, contains a touching remembrance of Jesus by Peter: “…he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” The One who was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan, the One whose sandal strap John as not fit to tie-THIS JESUS was the man for others who brought God’s heal-
ing love and forgiveness. The Baptism of Jesus teaches what our baptism is all about: loving God our Father eternal-
ly and totally and using our talents and resources to lessen the burdens of others. We too are the beloved children of 
God through baptism. Baptism is never an excuse from loving service. Rather, baptism draws us into a deep fellow-
ship with Jesus and his ministry. The dignity of Christian comes from meeting the needs of others in the name of 
Jesus. 

 

Peter powerfully sums up the life of Jesus. Jesus fulfilled the words of Prophet Isaiah 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he 
will bring forth justice to the nations…open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dun-
geon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  (Isaiah 42:1-2, 7) 

 

All this Jesus did out of loving obedience to the Father. The same is expected of us as disciples of Christ. 
Each day we are presented with many opportunities to be of service and bring God’s healing to a broken world. We 
work for daily victories, “not shouting or crying out,” but by quietly doing the work of God. 

The second Sunday of 2021, gives us opportunity to recall and remember the baptism of Jesus and what it 
means, considering what we went through in 2020. The invitation and call of Jesus is clear: “let us be mindful of our 
own baptism.” Again, let us return to my opening question: “How would you like to be remembered? Jesus was re-
membered as God’s beloved Son who went about doing good and healing all who were sick in mind and body. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, one day a final remembrance will be spoken of us. At this moment it is being written 
as we live. 

 

In addition, I would like to offer this prayer with you: 

Eternal God, for whom time does not exist but in whom we live time of our lives, you have crowned us with glory and 
honor, that we should be given dominion over the works of your hands. You have put all things under our feet-all 
plants and animals and the resources of the earth. 

 

We schedule our time by the earth’s revolutions around the sun, but it is given meaning and purpose by revolving 
around the Righteous One. More than by dates, life’s meaning is marked by birth and death, planting and harvesting, 
reaching out and withdrawing, weeping and laughing, loving and hating, fighting and reconciling. You give us a 
sense of past and future and fill us with wonder before all your gifts. 

 

You make all things new, which leaves us at once fearful and joyful. We are afraid of changing times but can trust 
your love as time moves on. We rejoice that part of your change will be the wiping away of mourning, tears, and 
pain. 

 

More than all else, prepare us for the end of time, when we are judged not by the length of life but by its quality. If we 
can look back on feeding the hungry and thirsty, clothing and welcoming strangers, and visiting those who are sick 
or imprisoned, we will remember time well spent. Enable us to judge the meaning of the minutes and hours of our 
days now as you will judge our years by, by our ministry to Jesus through the ministry to “the least” of our sisters and 
brothers. May our living fulfill our praying so that another year will find us ever faithful to the Christ. Amen.  

 

Looking for a grace-filled 2021. A Blessed New Year to everyone. 

Pastor Gideon Gallo 



Poinsettia Gifts- 2021 

1 given by Keith & JoAnne Sash in memory of Glen & Abbie Sash and Carl & Leona Gienger 

 

2 given by Paul & Avriel Koester in memory of Jan & Mary Lisa, Art & Rachel Koester, and Harold & Mary Davis 

 

1 given by Steve & Marcia Koester in honor of our grandchildren, Preston & Madelyn 

 

1 given by Larry Pieper and Kristi, Elle, & Cael Carlson in memory of Karen 

 

3 given by Nancy, Steven, & John Keiser in memory of Donald & Kathryn Keiser, Fred & Carrie Keiser, Ted & Viola 

Sampson, Lydia Flamme, and Lucie Hahn 

 

1 given by Lucy DeWitt in memory of Keith 

 

1 given by George Bruene in memory of my parents, Chris & Edna Bruene 

 

1 given by his family in memory of Kenneth Lowry 

 

2 given by Dave & Lisa Koester in memory of Art & Rachel Koester and Cliff & Janet Hansen 

 

2 given in memory of Mary Appelgate by Bruce 

 

1 large white poinsettia given in memory of Walt Gethmann by Joan 

 

1 given by Harold & RoseMary McKinney 

 

2 given by Allen Koester & Marla Jarr families in memory of Fred & Pearl Koester, Fred & Anna Koester, and Ruth & 

Mary Koester 

 

3 given by Deb & Phil Koester in honor of Kevin & Kyle, Pastor Gideon & family, and Our Church Family 
 
 
 

Give a Gift of Hope this Christmas 

       Gifts of Hope - 2020   

Church World Service Blankets       Given By 

In honor of our grandchildren, Raegan, Lauren, Otto, and Jackson                    Dave & Lisa Koester  

                                

Self-Help International Children’s Nutrition Program 

In memory our parents and siblings                                                        Ken & Barb Strohbehn 
                     

In honor of Iowa Farmers                                                                                   Dave & Lisa Koester 

In memory of my sister, Karen Pieper                                                                                Peggy Nirider 

  

2021 Mission Trips for Hurricane relief & reconstruction 

In Thanksgiving for God’s Protection                                                                             Dave & Lisa Koester 

                                                            Steve & Carolyn Moe 

 

     



 

 

Thank you for your participation. 

Your church family greatly appreciates every-
thing you do for us. There are so many little jobs 

that keep this church running smoothly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a maker of new years resolutions?  Consider one 
of them to be the creation of a habit of daily Bible reading 
and prayer.  Then pick up an Upper Room Daily Devotion-
al to help you.  The devotionals are available in the rack 
next to the Secretary's office.  They contain a Bible read-
ing, reflection, prayer and prayer-suggestions for every 
day.  The contributors are every-day, ordinary United 
Methodists just like you and me from churches around the 
world.  The Upper Room Daily devotionals are free to   
everyone (with a suggested contribution of $1.00).  Show 
them that you appreciate they provide these by picking up 
your copy today. 

 

 
 

 

Scriptures from the Lectionary 

You are invited to read these scriptures each week be-
fore the Worship service: 

January 3  

Isaiah 60:1-6          Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 

Ephesians 3:1-12         Matthew 2:1-12 

January 10 

Gen 1:1-5,       Mark 1:4-11  

 Psalm 29 (UMH 761)        Acts 19:1-7             

January 17 

1 Sam 3:1-10, Psalms 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854),  

1 Cor 6:12-20,     John 1:43-51  

 January 24 

 Jonah 3:1-5, 10,   Ps 62:5-12 (UMH 787),  

1 Cor 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-  

 January 31 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Ps 111 (UMH 832),  

1 Cor 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28  

 

 
 

 

PRAYER CORNER  
Craig Sash, Dan Weber, Harold McKinney, Dave & 
Kim Pepe, Dwight Surber, Diane Mussig family, 
Chuck & Mary Lynne Bearden, Carolyn & Don Anker, 
Paul Purvis, Lane Reinberg, Cornell Gethmann,    
Marilyn Brekke, Kari Groth, Bud Locke, Priscilla 
Crumley, Janell Gienger, Craig Mead, Melva Vint, 
George & Galene Groves, Emily Cormaney, Steve 
Quattlebaum, the essential workers, anyone touched 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, our military families, and 
our many unspoken concerns. 
 

 

RECIPES NEEDED  
 

Calling all contributors to our 100th Corn Carni-
val Cookbook special edition!!! 
The Gladbrook Corn Carnival Corporation along 
with our local Women’s Club and Alpha Group 
are in the process of putting together a collection 
of favorite recipes for our 100th celebration in 
2022. Our goal is to collect approximately 400 
recipes from all current and former Gladbrook 
area   residents for this  special edition. We hope 
to have the completed project ready for sale by 
next Thanksgiving. 
 
Attached is a submittal form for your use with 
details for the submittals. Each      contributor is 
limited to 3 recipes. These may be dropped off 
in the boxes located at Hometown Family Mar-
ket, the Gladbrook   Library, or City Hall. They 
may also be mailed to Corn Carnival Corpora-
tion, PO Box 62, Gladbrook. Blank forms are also 
available at these locations. Deadline for submit-
tals is February 1st, 2021. 
 
Please help us make this a special         collec-
tion of favorite recipes for all to     enjoy. 

Blank form is located on the next page.  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=12#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=12#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13#psalm_reading
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFiuaHx8DfAhUymeAKHXEGBYQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upperroom.org%2Fdevotionals%2Fblog-posts%2F369&psig=AOvVaw3tBeHYweHNQ4w55AL2PAz1&ust=1546018814927448




 

 

 

 

 

 

January  
   4 Jhona Lynn Gallo 

   6 Chris Gienger 

   7 Matt Garber 

   8 Sean Williams 

   9 Kathy Poling 

   9 Ruth Gallo 

  10 Dan Bearden 

  19 Steve Koester 

  20 Mark Flamme 

  21 Morgan (Mo) Brown 

  23 Priscilla Crumley 

  25 Harold McKinney 

  26 Marcia Koester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January  
    9 Keith & Kathy Poling 
    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

United Methodist 
Scholarships 

 Attention College students and  
parents;  New info is in the 

church office regarding United 
Methodist Student                

Scholarships.  There are listings 
for general scholarships, United 
Methodist Colleges.  Some are 
for specific areas of study and 

some are general.  Some             
encourage students to attend an 
Iowa United Methodist Related    

College (Iowa Wesleyan, Cornell, 
Simpson and Morningside). 

Please visit the church office or 
visit www.iumf.org.     

There also are links to national 
United Methodist  scholar-

ships.  Students and parents are 
encouraged to explore.  Some 
application deadlines are ap-

proaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kid’s Club would like to 
thank all those who          

furnished food and those 
who volunteered with      

preparing our suppers for 
2020.  We are so blessed to 
have such a giving church 
who supports us.  Special 

thanks to Dana who is      
always available to us.     

God bless all of you and 
have a Happy New Year!  

 

Gladbrook Area Kid’s Club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Relations  Day   

Special Offering  

January 17th 

 

The United Methodist Church established human relation 
day as a special Sunday to participate in helping all God’s 
children      realize their potential.  

Over the years, The United Methodist Church has come  
together to extend a helping hand to those in crisis so they 
can overcome formidable obstacles. When you give on 
Human Relations Day, you stand with the people of The 
United    Methodist Church in our efforts to continue the 
ministry of Jesus Christ helping all God’s children to real-
ize their potential and overcome obstacles. 

Contribute to Human Relations Sunday to bring the Word 
of God to people in distress. 

 

http://www.iumf.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+birthday+clip+art&view=detail&id=89A1ED1F8B907848E4CF936752A8FB27E0CE1613


     Making it look a lot like              

Christmas! 

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church during this past holiday season.  
It is beautiful! 

The Reason for The Season 



 

The Gladbrook United Methodist Messenger 

715 Lincoln Street 

Gladbrook, Iowa 50635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY  WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

USHERS        

Grant & Susie Strohbehn 

 

ACOLYTES  

Jan. 3 Drayson Stephenson  

Jan. 10 Jayden Beichley  

Jan. 17 Sydney Vavroch  

Jan. 24 Elle & Cael Carlson 
 

LITURGISTS 

Jan. 3 Sean Williams   

Jan. 10 Kevin Williams 

Jan. 17 Lisa Koester 

Jan. 24 Dave Koester 

Jan. 31 Left intentionally blank 

 

 

 

 

PROJECTION 

Jan. 3 Jhona Lyn Gallo 

Jan. 10 Kyle Koester 

Jan. 17 Steve Moe 

Jan. 24 Joan Appelgate 

Jan. 31 Joan Appelgate 
 
 
ORGANIST 

1/05 Sam DeWitt 

1/12 Sam DeWitt 

1/19 Denise Landt 

1/26 Deb Wentzien 

1/31 Sam DeWitt 

 

Communion Stewards 
Jan. 17   Marcia Koester & 
                  Barb DeWitt 
 

   

 

 

 

The Messenger 

Published monthly by the 

Gladbrook United Methodist 
Church 

715 Lincoln St., Gladbrook, IA 
50635 

The Rev. Gideon Gallo is Pastor 

His office hours are normally 

Mon—Thurs 9:00-2:00 PM 

Dana Brown is the Admin. Asst.  

Her office hours are 

9-2pm Mon., Wed., & Friday 

Church office # 641-473-2025 

Parsonage # 641-473-2816 

Pastor Cell– 515-468-1173 

Dana’s cell– 641-750-2219 

Church e-mail:  

gladbrookumc@iowatelecom.net 

Website: umcgladbrook.org 

Facebook:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjZ1J64xMDfAhUPn-AKHdoaCzIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colourbox.com%2Fvector%2Ffunny-winter-scene-with-children-and-dogs-vector-16123613&psig=AOvVaw1NlkhKj3h8aEkPU4Koc52Q&

