The MESSENGER
Gladbrook United Methodist Church

Dec. 24 -Family Christmas Eve Worship
(The Light of Love) at 7:00 PM
Then the light of Godly love came into
the world to dwell here with us. This is the
time to light the candles and worship.
For God sent his only son into the world
that who so ever believes in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. This
family-friendly service has been prepared
to incorporate scripture, story, music and all
the sights and sounds of Christmas. In this
way we will fully worship and honor
the Messiah. Join us.
We will be hosting 2 services on this
day. The first will be at 4:00pm. The
second service will take place at
7:00pm. We are asking that families let
us know which time they will be joining
us so that we can better plan for social
distancing.
Call 641-473-2025 to reserve your time.
Please leave a message if no one
answers the phone.

Newsletter items for January are due to
the office by Dec. 18th.

December 2020
Advent Readers…
Dec. 6– Beichley Family
Dec. 13– Klinefelter family
Dec. 20– Vavroch Family

Dec. 24– Gallo Family
Thank you to all the families who are serving
their church family by being Advent Readers
this year. We appreciate this service.

SAL
Fish Fry
Friday, Dec. 11, 5-8 PM
At the Memorial Building
Drive through only

Angel Tree Gifts need to be
returned, wrapped, to the
church by De. 15th at noon.

Senior Citizens Dinners
The Gladbrook Auxiliary will be hosting a turkey
dinner with all the trimmings on Fri., Dec. 11. The
dinner will be delivered to your door between 11:15 &
noon or if you like you can pick it up outside the
Memorial Building. You will also be receiving your
Santa Sack. The cost is $5.00. The Unit feels this is
the safest way to host a dinner at this time. Anyone 55
and older can request a dinner. Call Jeanne to make
reservations: 641-751-2039 or 473-2802 or 2843.

Countdown to Christmas
11

To you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
-Luke 2:11-

Every December 24, thousands of people of various nationalities from all walks of life will
converge on the little village of Bethlehem, six miles from Israel’s capital city, Jerusalem.
On Christmas Eve, pilgrims from all over the world will meet in the Shepherd’s Field and blend their
voices in song and prayer. “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM,” Philip Brooks beautiful Christmas
hymn, will be sung in Hebrew, English, French, German, Spanish, and dozens of other languages.
At the Church of the Nativity, special services will be held commemorating the birth of
Christ, and the beautiful bells in the tower of the church will blend their resonance with chimes,
organ and cathedral bells around the world, as people everywhere pause to remember that first
Christmas morning.
The nearby olive groves seem strangely quiet after Haifa and Tel Aviv. Humble Bethlehem
is overshadowed by modern Jerusalem. Bethlehem seems so out of character in a world of fast
jets, computers, and space exploration. Yet Bethlehem hits you with tremendous impact. Here the
course of history was changed. Here God became flesh and dwelt among us. Today a 14-point star
marks the spot where Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. The significance of Bethlehem cannot be
overstated.
Bethlehem is a measurable distance from the place where you are at this very moment. It is
our world to which Christ came, not a fairy-tale, make-believe world. The story of Christmas
involves real people. Caesar Augustus, the Roman head of state, Mary, and Joseph, the carpenter
to whom Mary was engaged, the shepherds tending their flocks outside of Bethlehem, were real
flesh-and-blood people.
Catching the world with its depression, fear, strife, and turmoil, the message of what God did
at Bethlehem needs to be told and understood.
A father and his small son were walking down the streets of a city during World War II. The
child noticed a small flag with a star on it in the windows of certain homes and asked his father
what it meant.
“Son,” explained the father, “this means that a father had a son who gave his life for his
country.” Impressed, the little fellow noticed home after home where one or more stars hung on a
flag in the window. Finally, the sun began to set in the western sky, and twilight turned into dusk.
The evening star began to shine with a brilliant radiance. Noticing the star, the little boy exclaimed,
“Oh, look Daddy. There’s a star in God’s window. He must have given a son too.
And that is the message of Christmas. God loved and God gave that we might be bought
back into fellowship with the Father.
Pastor Gallo

2020 Poinsettias gifts...
1 given by Keith & JoAnne Sash in memory of Glen & Abbie Sash and Carl & Leona Gienger
2 given by Paul & Avriel Koester in memory of Jan & Mary Lisa, Art & Rachel Koester, and
Harold & Mary Davis
1 given by Steve & Marcia Koester in honor of our grandchildren, Preston & Madelyn
1 given by Larry Pieper and Kristi, Elle, & Cael Carlson in memory of Karen
3 given by Nancy, Steven, & John Keiser in memory of Donald & Kathryn Keiser, Fred &
Carrie Keiser, Ted & Viola Sampson, Lydia Flamme, and Lucie Hahn
1 given by Lucy DeWitt in memory of Keith
1 given by George Bruene in memory of my parents, Chris & Edna Bruene
1 given by his family in memory of Kenneth Lowry
2 given by Dave & Lisa Koester in memory of Art & Rachel Koester and Cliff & Janet Hansen

2 given in memory of Mary Appelgate by Bruce
1 large white poinsettia given in memory of Walt Gethmann by Joan
1 given by Harold & RoseMary McKinney
2 given by Allen Koester & Marla Jarr families in memory of Fred & Pearl Koester, Fred &
Anna Koester, and Ruth & Mary Koester
3 given by Deb & Phil Koester in honor of Kevin & Kyle, Pastor Gideon & family, and Our
Church Family

Gifts of Hope
Christmas Offerings: In honor of the birth of Jesus, the Gladbrook UMC will accept an offering for
three mission projects. Your gift will be recognized in our Christmas bulletin. Order forms are available in the office or are located on the table in the lobby. They are due to Dana by Dec. 9th.
Church World Service $5 Blankets This is a project selected by the Sunday school department. One blanket will be
purchased by each contribution of $5.00. Blankets are distributed where lives have
been disrupted by fire, hurricane, earthquake and violence.

2021 Mission Trip(s) for Hurricane relief and reconstruction

The Mission and Out-Reach Committee is going to announce opportunities for adults and families to travel to
hurricane or fire decimated areas in the USA and assist in their recovery. These funds will help with preparation.

Self-Help International Children's Nutrition Program
The Self-Help International is a widely known mission, based in Waverly. The C.N.P. offers a free meal to
school students in various African nations. The meals encourage students to remain enrolled in
Christian schools where they are taught the love of Jesus and agricultural practices that can establish food
security.

Regarding Contributions given through Direct Deposit
Have you considered contributing to the church through Direct Deposit? Perhaps it is time. We live in
an information world and have watched many old ways migrate to new ones. For instance, there are
fewer items that come to the post office box. Those heavy, old, big-box television sets are a rarity. And
people do not use their cell phones to place a call any more. We are into 'texting.' For some these
changes have been gradual and for others they are too rapid. But change really can be a good thing.
There are many good points regarding direct deposit of church contributions. Each household has better control of one's annual contribution (which - can be adjusted at any time). Direct deposit also offers
the assurance that one's gifts come to the church regularly. Gifts are more secure too, as inside of the
church, these funds are seen by fewer people and handled by fewer hands.
In addition to benefits for one's household, the church will benefit. The biggest benefit is that its stream
of contributions is more even and regular. It is common for churches to see contributions wax and
wane from month to month, But we can rely upon gifts given by direct deposit to come when expected
allowing us to plan accordingly. So, if you have not considered giving through direct deposit, it might
be a good time to begin.
If you would like to know more about direct deposit, or, if you are interested in starting, please contact
Roger Luehring or Susan Beichley. They will be happy to help.

Scriptures from the
Lectionary
You are invited to read these
scriptures each week before the
Worship service:
December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11
December

2
2
2
11
12
14
16
19
19
21
23
28
28

Dan Bruene
Lisa Flamme
Sophie Smoldt
Jeni Junge
Noel Strohbehn
Terri Luehring
Chuck Bearden
Jeff Bruene
Kendra Beierschmitt
Cornell Gethmann
Hillary Purvis
Marilyn Brekke
Owen Koester

To everyone who participated in our many
events and services this past month. We
appreciate everything you do for your family,
your church, and your community.
…………………………………………………..

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (UMH 806)
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 (UMH 847)
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 20
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199)
Romans 16:25-27

December

1
2
4
6

Kevin & BJ Williams
Scott & Jackie Stephenson
Bud Locke & Priscilla
Crumley
Al & Janell Gienger

…………………………………………………..

Luke 1:26-38

Thanks to those who took an angel
to make someone’s Christmas a little merrier this year. The food boxes
and gifts must be back by Dec.15th
at noon. Please put the wrapped
gifts in the fellowship hall. .
•
Sign your name when taking an
Angel and checking it off when
bringing the gifts to the church.
•
The boxes will be picked up at
Peace Church on Dec. 16th.
The Angel Tree is a project of the
area churches and the Northwest
Tama County Food Pantry.

December 24
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96 (UMH 815)
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
December 25
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98 (UMH 818)
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14

December 27

To the families of Norma Lattin
Norma passed away in March. Her
Memorial service was held November
22nd.
Norma is Deb Koester’s mother.

Gladbrook Community Kids' Club

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Due to COVID-19, the regular after
school meetings have been canceled
and replaced with drive through family
meals, including an activity bag. So far,
as many as7 families and 29 bag meals
have been prepared in a month. Next
date: Dec 17th.
Please visit Facebook page:
Gladbrook Community Kids' Club
for more information.

Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

Psalm 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
ACOLYTES
Dec. 6 Jayden Beichley &
Liam Stephenson
Dec. 13 Cael Carlson & Owen Koester
Dec. 20 Drayson Stephenson
Dec. 24 Josh Gallo & Sydney Vavroch
Dec. 27 Ruthie Gallo

Communion Stewards:
Dec. 6 Steve & Erin Murty
ADVENT READERS
Dec. 6 Beichley Family
Dec. 13 Klinefelter Family
Dec. 20 Vavroch Family
Dec. 24 Gallo Family

PROJECTION

Dec. 6 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Dec. 13 Dave Koester
Dec. 20 Roger Luehring
Dec. 24 Steve Moe
Dec. 27 Kyle Koester

LITURGISTS
Dec. 6 Carolyn Moe
Dec. 13 Roger Luehring
Dec. 20 Richard Klinefelter
Dec. 24 7pm Sean Williams
Dec. 27 Paul Koester

USHERS

Keith and JoAnne Sash & Keith
and Kathy Poling
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