The MESSENGER
Gladbrook United Methodist Church

September 2021
Food Pantry
Seeking donations of paper products, dish
soap, laundry soap, shampoo, hair conditioner.
and other cleaning supplies.

Sunday School is Coming Soon...
We are tentatively looking at September 12 as
the first day of Sunday school for our PK - 6th
grade students.. As the delta variant is surging in
Iowa, we will keep track of the numbers and alter
plans as needed. We are asking everyone
involved in Sunday school to wear a face mask
as the children in this age group have not had the
opportunity to be vaccinated. We will be moving
the toys from the nursery temporarily to the room
at the end of the hall and use the nursery for
our Sunday school class. This will allow us to
spread the kids out a little more. Our first unit
will be Jonah, the runaway prophet.
If anyone would like to volunteer, please contact
Nancy Keiser.

W OW
(Widows or Widowers)
will meet Wed., September 1st at
5:30 pm at the UMC parking lot to
carpool. We will go to Morris Inn in
Morrison. Plan to be eating at 6pm.
Call Patsy 641-473-2928 to make a
reservation.

The start of Gladbrook Community Kids' Club for
children in 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades is delayed
until at least October.
Please follow
GLADBROOK COMMUNITY KIDS' CLUB
Facebook page for updates.

Senior LuncheonChapel Church will be hosting the
senior luncheon on Friday, Sept. 10th
at the Memorial Building. This will be a
$5 dinner. Right now it is a carry out
and delivery only. Call Jeanne to make
reservations at 641-751-2039 or the
Peace church at 641-473-2802.

“Belonging”
12

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and
prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of
the kingdom.”
14
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a
dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
-Amos 7:12-15The need to belong is powerful indeed. Without belonging, we die-in fact we do not come into existence,
or should I say, “we will never come into existence.” To live is to be attached, to belong. We are often
told not to be navel-gazers-it is too narcissistic. True enough. But there is a lesson to be learned even
from this. We are reminded that life is a connection as well as separation. Here is the paradox of life:
“WE DIE IN ORDER TO LIVE.” This balanced view of life is crucial for gratitude and interdependence.
We come into existence because of others. We are continually dependent, and hence must be grateful.
At the same time there must be a breaking away, a cutting of the cord so that we can grow into an independent-dependent adult. We must help others to live and belong to grow, so that they can exist as free
(interdependent) beings.
At times the need to belong comes in sharp conflict with our conscience. We must stand for something,
so as not to fall for everything. And when we stand for something, our “FRIENDS” (or even our family)
may choose to be with us no more. We must go alone. In “fear and trembling” we follow the truth. At
times we must be true to ourselves even at the cost of losing “friends,” and the most painful part as Jesus articulated in His call to discipleship, “our family.”
The prophet Amos feels the tension which comes from speaking God’s word and coming under attack.
Amos is not a professional prophet. He is a simple shepherd whom God calls to challenge the rich and
self-satisfied Northern Kingdom (Israel). Amos, a native of Judah (the Southern Kingdom), is considered
an outsider, an agitator against the mighty Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). Amaziah, the court theologian
and priest, turns against Amos. He accuses the prophet of tailoring his message for gain. However,
Amos does not back down. He is God’s man sent to proclaim God’s word. Amos is on the outside as far
as the power elites are concerned. However, he belongs to the Lord and that is his strength.
It is a simple fact that being a faithful Christian often means that we find ourselves not belonging or fitting in. The words from l Ephesians remind us that to be a Christian is to belong to God.
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. (Ephesians 1:3-6)
We belong to the Lord Jesus, who gives our life its meaning and truth. We cannot give our allegiance to two masters. We
cannot ultimately belong to the world and still claim to be a follower or a disciple of Jesus. WE MUST CHOOSE.
As disciples of Jesus, as one belonging to Jesus, in trusting God’s Divine Providence. As disciples, we must be bold and trusting in word and deed. Our mission and purpose will require us great boldness and confidence in God. At times, this will not
allow us to just be a spectator. WE MUST BE FAITHFUL….
We are to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God. We are to prayerfully proclaim God’s word in season and out,
whether accepted or rejected. We must live the words we speak. Our inspired boldness gives us mission authenticity and invites others to follow Jesus. God wants everyone to belong to Him.
Pastor Gideon

Administrative Council Minutes
May 24, 2021
Eight members of the Ad Council met on May 24, 2021, at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall of the GUMC. Members in attendance were…
Dana Brown, Cornell Gethmann, June Klinefelter, Dave and Lisa Koester, Linda Schneider, Susie Strohbehn, Kevin
Williams. Guests Richard Klinefelter and Cathy Gethmann were also in attendance.
Chairperson Lisa called the meeting to order. Susie provided our devotional.
The minutes of the past meeting were approved. With the following corrections to be made. Dana had recorded in April that the trustees had received a bid of 27,000.00 for siding of the Parsonage. This amount should be
21,000.00.
Susan was not available for the Treasurer’s report. Members looked over the supplied financial statements.
Lisa commented that GUMC has contributed 100% of its Connectional Giving.
SPPRC- The next meeting will be June 7th. Pastor will be vacationing the last week of June. There is an upcoming vote on the future of the Methodist church. It was and will continue to be discussed as to how we can help
our church members understand the options and the possible outcome. Lisa attended the Northeast District Conference on May 2nd via Zoom meeting.
UMW- Linda reported there were four graduating seniors honored. Barb Strohbehn’s funeral dinner served
75 people. Linda will be investigating a possible project for the UMW. New kitchen counter tops to replace the 65
year old ones.
Mission Outreach- There is no committee at this time. Carolyn is searching for committee members at this
time.
Trustees- Cathy gave an update on the Parsonage siding project. She also reported 2 trees were planted at
the parsonage. Twenty chairs will be purchased to replace the ones that have deteriorating foam backing.
Finance- No report given.
Memorial- No report given.
Good Samaritan- Dana reported that the fund has been used to help several community members. We have
purchased gas for several travelers. We helped one young homeless man purchase medication from NuCara Pharmacy. We also helped this same young man with food and gas.
Pastor report-Pastor was not available to give his report. Dana reported Pastor Gallo has made several
home visits. He has attended several meetings this past month.
New business:
Guest Richard Klinefelter has 2 concerns. One, that the money given to the trustees, and other specific groups, is not contributing to the amount we have to pay toward our Connectional Giving. Should the
trustees account become a line item on the yearly budget so that the money collected by the trustees would
be figured into how our apportionment if figured and paid. Second concern being that our organ isn’t being
used anymore. Should it, or could it, be sold or disposed of? Could it be moved so it isn’t taking up so much
room at the front of the sanctuary?
Joys: 1. Susie was joyful that Lisa was able to return from her vacation in time to lead this meeting.
2. Susie also is thankful for all the love and support shown to the Strohbehn family after the death of Barb.
3. Dana is thankful for all the well wishes and support she has received since her diabetes diagnoses.
Concerns: None spoken at this time.
Lisa closed with a prayer. Meeting adjourned.
Next meeting is scheduled for August 23 at 7:00pm. Dave Koester will supply the Devotional.
Respectfully submitted,
Dana Brown

Administrative Council Minutes
Aug. 23, 2021
Thirteen members of the Ad Council met on August 23, 2021, at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall of the GUMC.
Members in attendance were…
Susan Beichley, Dana Brown, Cheryl Bruene, Becky Fish, Gideon Gallo, Cornell Gethmann, June Klinefelter, Dave and
Lisa Koester, Paul Koester, Roger Luehring, Carolyn Moe, and Grant Strohbehn.
Chairperson Lisa called the meeting to order. Dave provided our devotional.
The minutes of the past meeting were approved.
Susan provided a Treasurer’s report. We are paid up on our Connectional Giving portion through September.
There was some discussion about the proposed changes to the accounts held with Great Western Bank. Susan will
investigate the changes and possibility of changed fee structures.
SPPRC- Dave reported the last meeting was Aug. 2nd. The Appointment Advisory form was filled out and sent
to District office. This is to request to continue Pastor Gallo’s services with our church. There were 2 resignations submitted. Denise Landt as our pianist and Angie Wiebensohn as our custodian. There is someone interested in becoming an organist/ pianist. We are waiting on official notice to release a name. There has also been interest in the custodial job. The SPPRC will discuss applications and interviewing interested applicants soon. Dave and Cheryl met with
Dana as part of her yearly staff development and review.
UMW- June reported that several women of the church have met for an informal Coffee Social the past 2
months.
Mission Outreach- Carolyn reported that Ingathering kits supplies are being collected.
Trustees- Paul reported there were several folding chairs that were replaced with new chairs. The old chairs
are free to whoever would have a use for them. They are in the Fellowship Hall right now. The siding replacement project on the parsonage has begun. Paul and Phil K. will look at our outside sign. A few of the bulbs may need to be replaced.
Finance- Grant is hoping to hold a committee meeting in September to start the process of setting next year’s
budget.
Memorial- Cheryl reported that several contributions have been make into our Memorial Savings account.
Five hundred dollars was donated in the name of Barb Strohbehn to the UMW.
Good Samaritan- Dana reported that the fund has been used to help several community members. We have
purchased gas for several travelers. We helped one family purchase medication from NuCara Pharmacy. We also
helped a single mother pay a portion of her bus fees for her 4 children to attend GMG School.
Pastor report-Pastor reported in July and August he made at least 20 home visits, 6 hospital visits around Iowa and several Westbrook Acres visits. He has also been attending Circuit Training meeting every Tuesday. This
training will last 8 months. He also led worship at a Filipino Study in July.
He would like us to continue working on our Discipleship Pathway, a part of the HCI process, by filling
out a worksheet that will help us clarify and focus our goals and the process needed to achieve them. This worksheet
will be filled out and returned to Dana before the next meeting so she can compile the results for further discussion.
Gideon offered to order some personalized cards similar to the ones he uses to send out. His say, From the desk of
Pastor Gallo. The ones proposed would simply have Gladbrook United Methodist Church printed on the front with the
Methodist Cross and flame.
New business: Cheryl spoke about the Tama Co. Extension wanting to hold a program in our kitchen called
Kids in the Kitchen. This program would involve kids ages 5 to 10 and adult supervisors. There will be a similar program held in the GMG school district. Not all the details have been worked out yet. This would increase our mission of
community involvement. Gideon moved that we partner with the area 4H groups and Tama Co. Extension to hold this
program in our church. Carolyn seconded the motion. The motion passed. Cheryl will continue to keep us informed of
the planned event.
Joys: 1. Richard and June Klinefelter are Great Grandparents again. Henry James was born weighing 9lbs.
15 oz. He is the son of their granddaughter.
2. We are all happy to see Cornell back after his long recovery.
3. Abbie Kibe, one of the grocery store workers and friend of the Surber family, has delivered her baby. He was
born Aug.20,2021. His name is Clayton Patrick. He weighed in at 7lbs 9oz.
Concerns: 1 Joe Pepe is requesting prayers for himself and his college roommate. His Room mate has Covid.
2. Please lift up Betty Kvidera. The celebration of life for her son, Marty, was held this past Saturday.
Lisa closed with a prayer. Meeting adjourned.
Next meeting is scheduled for September 27th at 7:00pm. Carolyn will supply the Devotional.
Respectfully submitted,
Dana Brown

PRAYER CORNER:

Lectionary Reading For September

Jhona Lyn Gallo, Kyle Koester, Harold McKinney, Dwight Surber, Chuck & Mary Lynne
Bearden, Carolyn & Don Anker, Paul Purvis,
Cornell Gethmann, Marilyn Brekke, Kari Groth,
Bud Locke, Priscilla Crumley, Janell Gienger,
Dan Weber, Anna Vernon, Craig Mead, Melva
Vint, George & Galene Groves, Emily
Cormaney, Cindi Hodgin, Beau Rogers (a dear
friend of MacKenzie Brown and James Caron),
Jodi Betts and her family, anyone touched by
the COVID-19 pandemic, our military families,
the children and parents preparing to return to
school, and our many unspoken concerns.

September 5
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Psalm 125
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17
Mark 7:24-37
September 12
Proverbs 1:20-33
Psalm 19

For your participation in our church activities during
the month of August; Thank you.
Ushers, Acolytes, Projectionists, Liturgists, Organists,
Fellowship Servers, Communion Stewards and
Committee Leaders & Members.
Pastor Gideon

James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38
September 19
Proverbs 31:10-31

The SPPRC would like to add a special THANK YOU
to Angie Wiebensohn. She is retiring as our
Custodian after 20 years of service.
This Wall decoration and Thank You towel were
presented to Angie for her many years of service.

Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37
September 26

Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Psalm 119:105
105

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.

Women’s Bible Study has
resumed! Every woman of
the GUMC is invited and
encouraged to attend. We
meet
every
Tuesday
morning at 9am for coffee
and fellowship. Then Bible
study begins at 9:30am.

September
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
5
6
9
12
12
13
13
13
14
15
16
18
20
21
21
22
23
24
24
24
26
30

Ryan Luehring
Susan Strohbehn
Ken Strohbehn
Audra Moore
Joshua Gallo
Lucy DeWitt
Don Anker
Sara Wentzien
Scott Wiese
Bonnie Raum-Murty
Brent Beichley
Larry Pieper
Dave Ruopp
Connor Murty
Layne Murty
Tawanna Vint
Sydney Vavroch
Tate Williams
Clark Gamble
Kelli (Case) Smith
Nancy Keiser
Luba Lyon
Cheryl Bruene
Carol Kress
Avriel Koester
David Bruene
Sara Lenz
Kaelyn Moore
Susan Thompson
Jerri Baumeier

Financial Health Report as of
8/18/21
Balance as of
$25,404.59
Total Est. Expenses ($ 5,780.52)
Balance Remaining $19,624.07

Happy Anniversary
September
3
4
14
16
18
23
25

Brent & Susan Beichley
Steve & Erin Murty
Duane & Kari Groth
Terry & Vicki Purvis
Mark & Linda Lowry
Brian & Susan Thompson
Kenny & Angie Wiebensohn

Your help is needed (other than
your regular support of our church)
to replace 45-year-old siding on our
parsonage.
We need to do this project soon rather than waiting.
Watch minutes in the newsletter for
more details.
PLEASE make donations to:
Gladbrook UMC: TRUSTEES
Memo: siding project
Your support is greatly appreciated!
Trustees Board

________________________________
________________

Garwin UMC is in charge of
organizing the 2021 Crop Walk
to be held Oct. 3rd. The
tentative plans are to have the
walk in Gladbrook and the
refreshments at Peace Church.
Churches participating are
Christ Lutheran Church, Chapel
Church, Salem Church, Garwin
UMC, Gladbrook UMC, and
Peace Church.
We walk and collect donations
for others to have running water
and learn how to grow their won
food. Mark your calendars to
hopefully walk on a beautiful fall
day.

Liturgists 2021
Sept. 5 Kevin Williams
Sept. 12 Lisa Koester
Sept. 19 Dave Koester
Sept. 26 Carolyn Moe
Oct. 3 Roger Luehring
Oct. 10 Richard Klinefelter
Oct. 17 Paul Koester
Oct. 24 Kevin Williams
Oct. 31 Confirmands
Nov. 7 Lisa Koester
Nov. 14 Dave Koester
Nov. 21 Carolyn Moe
Nov. 28 Left intentionally blank
Dec. 5 Roger Luehring
Dec. 12 Richard Klinefelter
Dec. 19 Sean Williams
Dec. 24 (evening service) Paul
Koester
Dec. 26 Kevin Williams

Acolytes—2021
Sept. 5 Jayden Beichley
Sept. 12 Tate Williams
Sept. 19 Ruthie Gallo
Sept. 26 Josh Gallo
Oct. 3 Owen Koester & Cael Carlson
Oct. 10 Tate Williams
Oct. 17 Liam Stephenson
Oct. 24 Jayden Beichley
Oct.31 Drayson Stephenson
Nov. 7 Sydney Vavroch
Nov. 14 Tate Williams
Nov. 21 Josh Gallo
Nov. 28 Joss Warnell & Ari Pierce
Dec. 5 Liam Stephenson
Dec. 12 Cael Carlson & Owen Koester
Dec. 19 Drayson Stephenson
Dec. 24 Josh Gallo

Ushers 2021
Projectionists 2021
Sept. 5 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Sept. 12 Roger Luehring
Sept. 19 Kyle Koester
Sept. 26 Steve Moe
Oct. 3 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Oct.10 Steve Moe
Oct. 17 Kyle Koester
Oct. 24 Joan Appelgate
Oct. 31 Joan Appelgate
Nov. 7 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Nov. 14 Dave Koester
Nov. 21 Dave Koester
Nov. 28 Roger Luehring
Dec. 5 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Dec.12 Roger Luehring
Dec.19 Kyle Koester
Dec. 24 Steve Moe
Dec. 26 Kyle Koester

September: Matt & Kristen Garber, Mark Lowry
October: Kevin and BJ Williams,
Steve & Marcia Koester
November: Richard & June Klinefelter,
Keith and JoAnne Sash
December: Jeff and Cheryl Bruene,
Bob and Marcy Knaack

Communion Stewards:
Sept. 5
Oct. 3
Nov. 7
Dec. 5

Barb DeWitt & Marcia Koester
Kathy & Scott Vavroch
Cheryl Bruene
Steve & Erin Murty

If you aren’t able to participate on your assigned date, please find a replacement or ask Dana
to help find a replacement.
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Monday, September 6
SEPTEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
USHERS
Matt & Kristen Garber, Mark
Lowry
ACOLYTES
Sept. 5 Jayden Beichley
Sept. 12 Tate Williams
Sept. 19 Ruthie Gallo
Sept. 26 Josh Gallo
LITURGISTS
Sept. 5 Kevin Williams
Sept. 12 Lisa Koester
Sept. 19 Dave Koester
Sept. 26 Carolyn Moe

PROJECTION
Sept. 5 Jhona Lyn Gallo
Sept. 12 Dave Koester
Sept. 19 Roger Luehring
Sept. 26 Roger Luehring
ORGANIST
Sept. 5 Ann Vibbard
Sept. 12 Sam DeWitt
Sept. 19 Sam DeWitt
Sept. 26
We are needing another
organist. If you know anyone
interested, please contact
the office.
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